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October 6,2003 

Docket C1erkA.J.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparrmmr of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S. W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

t2026385368  

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Applicatioo for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program operating Agreements 1MAR%D-2003-16248]~/~~ .sc 

Dear Sir; 

I am wiring IO express strong suppon for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) request IO 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operaring agreemenrs h m  US. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir is imponant to US.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
applicaIion. 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can ssrve and/or do 
serve aboard the vessels, I believe ir is vitally imponanr that &is manm come M a close. The 
crews on board rhese vessels want - in fact need - certainty abour who will be rhe vessel 
operator. Transferring the vessel operating agremcnrs io MLL provides rhe long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealifr. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides viral assers and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements. including employmenr oppmniries for seafarers. 
Strealining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is cx-irical ro milirary sealift and u) improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
managemant of these vessels with that of Maersk's US.-flag fleet perfomin:: military missions. 

Transporrarion Command. This maner has been pending wirh the agency since November 2002. 
In rhe intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Imponanrly, borh rhe House and the Senare bills, currently being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permimng exaczly rhe sume urrungemmr as sought by MLL in its 
apphcatior. to MARAD. Continued indecision on this maner will adversely impm seafarms, 
milirzry sealift, and the MSP program 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an oppo,rfuniiy re 
review rhe issues, c o m e n t  on the matter, and discuss with the Dgpmmenr and the agency, 
time has come IO bring this maner to closure. I strongly urge MAR4I) to approve the 
applisarion IO ~ransfer the MSP operating agreements from 
srabitirj and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supponed by maritime labor and the US. 

"e; 
Address; 
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October 6,2003 

Docket C1erWU.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depmmznt of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [1MARQI)-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir; 

I am writing to express strong suppon for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) rquesr IO 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreements from U S .  Ship 
Managemenr (USSM). 11 is imponanr TO U.S.-flag shipping, narional security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Adminisvation (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can serve and/or do 
serve aboard rhe vessels, I believe ir is virally imponanr rhar rhis marrer come M a close. The 
crews on board these vessels wanr - in fact need - certain~y abour who will be rhe vessel 
operator. Transferring the vessel operating agreemars IO MLL provides The long-term cenainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operaror rhar provides viral assers and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment oppomniries for seafarers. 
Streiunlining the management of h e  fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleer, is cnrical IO milirary sealift and u) improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s US.-flag fleet performing milirary missions. 

Transponarion Command. This maner has been pending wirh the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening rime, Congress has made significant progress on a reaurhorized MSP. 
Imponanrly, borh rhe House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senare 
conference, contain provisions permimng 
applicarion 10 MARGD. Conrinud indecision on this matter will adversely unpacr seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportllnily to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Deppanmenr and rhe agency, the 
time has come IO bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
applicarioxi ro rransfer the MSP operating agreements ftom USSM ro MLL in order IO bnng 
srabiliry and reliability back to MSP. 

Sincerely, I 

The transfer application has been strongly supponed by maritime labor and the US. 

rhe sume urrungemmr as soughr by MLL in its 

/ 

( S i p ” )  

“ e ;  &Ada. 5 
Address; . /+LLR/d  3/22 VAL 
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October 6,2003 

Docket C1erMJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depanmznt of Transponation 
400 Seventh Street, S. W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Applicatiolr for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program operating Agr@MEW!RtS [lv1ARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

1 am writing to express suong suppon for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) rquesr to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Secwiry Program (MSP) operating agreemenis %om US. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir is imponant TO U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve rhe MLL 
applicarion. 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Associanon (MEBA) Officer who can SCNC and/or do 
serve aboard the vessels, I believe ir is vitally important rhar chis maner come M a close. The 
crews on board these vessels want - in facr need - certainty abour who will be the vessel 
operalor. Transferring the vessel operating agreemcnrs io MLL provides The long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operaror that provides vital assets and sysrems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employmenr opportunities for seafarers. 
Suemhning the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-rhird of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to milirary sealift and w) improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate dkplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk's US.-flag fleet perfonning military missions. 

Transponation Command. This matter has been pending wirh ihe agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Imponantly, both rhe House and the Senare bills, currenrly being debated in a House-Senare 
conference, contain provisions pennimng exacrb the s u m  urrungemmr as soughi by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely lmpact seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opporfwliry ro 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Depmmenr and the agency, the 
time has some IO bnng this matter to closure. I strongly urge IvlAFUD io approve the 
applicariori IO transfer h e  MSP operating agreements from USSM 10 M L in order 10 bnng 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supponed by maritime labor and the US. 

Sincerely, .QBLP&--/ '... ,?' 

/' 

/. (Siprurc) 

"e; J/3 r H ~ m - & / Q - ? J  
Address; 5 r Z  S Z " L i L ( <  be\\ 

pyl w n 4 A  v4 L, G V ~  2 E y d  
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October 6,2003 

Docka C1erMU.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Department of Transponarion 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program operating A g m "  [MARQD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express strong suppon for Maersk Line, Limired's (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maririme Security Program (MSP) operaring agreemem fiom US. Ship 
Management (USSM). 11 is important IO U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can serve and/or do 
serve aboard the vesscls, I believe ir is virally important rhar rhis maner come u) a close. The 
crews on board these vessels want - in fact need - ceminry about who will be rhe vessel 
operaror. Transferring the vessel operating agreemcnrs IO MLL provides rhe long-term certainty 
about mewing and the future of the vessels in h e  program that are critical to the U.S.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides viral assets and systems needed ro 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Stremlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-rhird of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to milirary sealift and w) improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management suucfures and mare closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk's US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transporrarion Command. TIUS m a w  has been pending wirh the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made sigmficant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Imponantly, both rhe House and the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senare 
conference, contain provisions permining evacrly rhe u m e  urrungemmt as soughr by MLL in its 
application to MARAD. Consinud indecision on this matter will adversely unpacr seafarers, 
military sealift, and rhe MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity IO 
review h e  issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with [he Depmmenr and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this maner to ciosure. I strongly urge WI) to approve the 
applicatiori IO Transfer the MSP operating agree 
srability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maririme labor and rhe US. 

Name; f l / C c 7 / R t l  D/( &-. L,' c c. 
Address: c/ LJ.41 LZ h/u iz J>b- L A ~ c -  

5 f @ / / L  C'//--T pl? /9 -  4/ 73- 



October 6,2003 

Docker C1erkLJ.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depmt?nt  of TransponaTion 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program operating Agreements [&WUD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strong support for Maex& Line, Limited's (MLL) reqUeSK KO 

transfer the fifteen Mariiime Security Program (MSP) operating agreemems fiom U.S. Ship 
Management (LJSSM). B is imponam TO U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and ?he stability 
and reliabiliry of defense sealift for the Maritime A d " i o n  (MARAD) ro approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can serve andtor do 
Serve aboard the vessels, I believe ir is vitally imporcant that rhis man& come to a close. The 
crews on board these vessels want - in facr need - c " y  abour who will be the vessel 
opemor. Transferring he vessel operating agreements 10 Mu provides rhe long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to rhe U.S.-flag 
merchant marine and nadonal defense sealift. 

Mu is a respeaed commercial operator rbar provides viral asses and systems needed to 
meez defense sealift requiremen~s, including employment oppommiries for seafarrrs. 
Streamlining the managmat of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly onethird of the MSP 
fle- is &dcd to military sealift and m improved commercial opm~ons by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely inregrate the 
managemem of these vessels With that of M e ' s  US-flag fleer performing military missions. 

Transporrarion Command. This marrer has been p&g wirh rhe agency since November 2002. 
In the intmenhg time, congress has made significant progress on a rawhorized MSP. 
Imponantly, both the House and'rhe Senate bills, cmenrly being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitting exam& rhe sume urmngemenr as sought by Mu in its 
application t4 m- Concinued indecision on this matter will adversely impaa seafarers, 
military sealift and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opp~&ty to 
review &e issues, ~01zllllent on the matter, and discuss wi& the Departmar and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MMUD to approve the 
application ro uansfm the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bnng 
sail ity and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been smngly supported by maririme labor and &e U.S. 

Sincerely, 

Name; A i L P K  s & d q 4 c e  
Address: a t - / W R l &  C&f- 



Ocsober 6,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
D q x m " r  of TransporraTion 
400  seven^ Saeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maririme Security Program Operating Agreements [hURt%D-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
1 arn writing to express strong support for Maerslc Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maririme Secuairy Program (MSP) operaring ageemem fi-om U.S. Ship 
Manage" (LJSSM). II is important to U.S.-flag shipping, national securiry, and the nability 
and reliabiliry of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (NARAD) M approve &e MLL 
application 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can sene and/or do 
serve aboard &e vessels, I believe ir is virally imporrant &at &js maner come IO a close. The 
crews on board these vessels wan1 - in fm need - ceminty  abour who will be rhe vessel 
operaror. Transfenkg rhe vessel operaring agrecmenrs IO MU. provides &e long-term c h t y  
about crewing and the future of rbe vessels in he program that are critical to rhe U.S.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealifi. 

M U  is a respecred commercial operaror thar provides viral assets and sysrems needed to 
meer &fme sealift requirements, including employ men^ opponuniries for seafarers. 
Streamlining rhe management of the fiftm vessels, which represent nearly one-third of b e  MSP 
fleer, is hirical to milimy seaM and IO improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management srmctures and more closely integrate &e 
manage" of these vessels With that of Maersb-'s US.-flag fleet perfoIzning military missions. 

Transporration Command. This matter has been pending wirh the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening h e ,  Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Imponantly, both rhe House anihhe S w e  bills, cmendy being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain pravisions permining exnaly zhe s u m  urrangemenr as sough1 by Mu in its 
applicarion ro MrsRAD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impacr seafarers, 
milimy sealift, and the MSP program. 

Mer nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concemed have had an opportllpiry to 
review the issues, comment on the mattern and discuss with &e Depmmr and the agency, the 
time has come to brhg this maner to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
applicanou TO uansfer 1h.e MSP operating agreements h m  USSM to MLL in order so bnng 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been smngly supported by maritime labor and the US.  

Sincere 1 y, 



Ocrober 6,2003 

Docket C1erkKJ.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
D t p " r  of %nq"spoation 
400 Sevenrh Street, S. W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maririme Security Program Operating Agreements lM~R~D-2003-16243] 

Dear Sir: 
I am wn'rin~ to express srrong support for &e& Line, Limired's (MU) r e q u a  to 

transfer the fifteen MariIime Security Program (MSP) operaring agree"= fiom U.S. Ship 
Managemenr (USSM). b is imporCanr TO U.s.-flag shipping, national secwiry, and rhe srabiliry 

non (MARAD) to approve rhe MLL and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime AdrmTllsaa 
application 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can serve and/or do 
sewe aboard the vessels, I believe ir is vitally importan1 mat this marrer came to a close. The 
crews on board these vessels want - in f a a  need - cenainry abour who will be the vessel 
operaror. T r a n s f b g  the vessel operaring agreements 10 MU provides rbe long-term certainry 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operaror thar provides viral assers and systems needed to 
mea & f a e  sealift rquirmen~s, including employment oppomrniries for seafarers. 
Sueamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of &e MSP 
fleer, is crirical to military sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management suuctures and more closely inregrare xhe 
management of these vessels With that of MaersU US.-flag fleet pedonning miliwy missions. 

Transponarion Command. This marrer has been pending wirh rhe agency since November 2002. 
In the inmening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthoded MSP. 
Imponanrly, borh rhe House an'd'the Senare bills, cmemly being d e b 4  in a HouseSenztre 
conference, contain provisions permitting auczfy zhe wme umzngemenr as sough1 by Mu in its 
applicarion ro MAIUD. Condnued indecision on this matter will adversely impax seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monh of debate, where all concemed have had an opportuniry to 
reviw the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Depanmenr and the agency, the 
time has come to bring this marter to closure. I strongly urge W to approve the 
applicanou TO nansfa The MSP operatiny agreements fiom USSM to MLL in order to bnng 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

. .  

The rransfer appiicanon has been strongly supponed by maritime labor and rhe U.S. 

Name: 
Address: 



October 6,2003 

Docker C1erwU.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depamnznr of TransporraTion 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements ~IMAR;rD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am wriring to express strong suppon for Ma& Line, Timired's (MU) request to 

m f e r  the fifteen Maririme Smuriry Frogram (MSP) operating agreemenrs fiom US. Ship 
Managemenr 0. II is impOrtant To U.s.-fbg shipphg, nanonal security, and the nability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Adminimanon (MARAD) to approve rhe MLL 
applicarion 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Associarion (MEBA) Officer who can serve andlor do 
serve aboard rhe vessels, I believe ir is virally imponanr rhar as maner come to a close. The 
crews on board rhese vessels want - in fact need - cu- t a in~  about who will be the vessel 
operaIor. Transferring the vessel operating agreemenrs IO MLL provides rhe long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in rhe program that are critical to the U.S.-flag 
merchanf marine and d 0 ~ 1  defense sealifc. 

Mu is a respected commercial operator rhar provides viral assets and S ~ S T ~ ~ S  needed to 
meet def-e sealift requirements, including employmem o p p o ~ r i e s  for seafarers. 
Srreamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-rhird of rhe MSP 
fleer, is crirical~o milirary sealift aad u) improved coxunercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will elirninare duplicative management s t r u c ~ ~ e s  and more closely integrate the 
management of rhese vessels With that of Maersh-'s US.-flag fleet perfoming miliury missions. 

Transporration Command. This matter has been pending wirh &.e agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reawhorized MSP. 
Imponanrly, bo& The House anil-rhe Senare bills, CUrrenrly being debated in a Housesenare 
conference, contain provisions pedtting aucrly zhe sume urrungemenr as sough1 by Mu in its 
applicarion TO W. Condnued indecision on rhis maner will adversely impaa seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven IJlonchs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review &e issues, commenc on the maner, and discuss with the Depmenr and h e  agency, zbe 
time has come to bring this maner to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
applicariorr IO transfa the MSP operatiny agreements from USSM ro MLL in order fo bnng 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer applicanon has been srrongly supponed by maritime labor and rhe U.S. 

Sincerely, 

Name: &f9 E \/,,dec~en 

Address: S0.t flA+& &e 
€as-, / J lm, (ad  a t b o f  



October 6,2003 

Docker C1erW.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
D v m t n r  of T m q " r i o n  
400 Seventh Streer, S. W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Applicarion for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating AgreemeDts [M~&W-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am wziting to express strong SUPPOK for Ma& Line, Limited's @EL) request to 

transfer the fifieen Mariiime Secwiry Program (MSP) operaring agreemems &om US. Ship 
Manage" (USSM). Ir is imporrani to U.S.-flag shipping, national security, and rhe nabiliry 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Adminimation (W) to approve &e MLL 
application- 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Associarion (MEBA) Officer who can serve and/or do 
serve aboard rhe vessels, I believe ir is virally important that rhis mane come IO a close. The 
crews on board these vessels want - in fact need - certainty abour who will be rhe vessel 
operaror. T r a n s f h g  rhe vessel operaring agremems KO M U  provides &e long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in h program that are critical to rhe U.S.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealifr. 

MU is a respected commercial operaror thar provides viral assers and sysrems needed to 
meer defme sealift requirements, including employment oppomrniries for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of rhe MSP 
fleer, is crirical to milimy sealift and IO improved conrmercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will e1i"e duplicative management suuctures and more closely integrate the 
management of rhese vessels with that of M a w s  US.-flag fleer performing military missions. 

Transponalion Command. This marter has been pending wirh rhe agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthoded MSP. 
Imporcanrly, borh rhe House and-the S a x e  bills, currently being debaced in a Housesenare 
conference, contain provisions permining W U " ~  rhe swne urrangemenr as sou& by MLL in its 
applicarion ro h&IUD. Conrinued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafkrers, 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an oppomtoity to 

The uansfer application has been smngly supponed by maritime labor and he US. 

military sealift, and the MSP program. -/ 

review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss wirh rhe Dqartmenr and the agency, the 
time has come IO bring this matter to closure- I strongly urge A~ARAD to approve the 
applicariou TO nansfe the MSP operaring agreemeats 
stabjlity and reliability back to MSP. 

SM to MLL in order to bnng 

Sincerely, 
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Ocrober 6,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depamnznt of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limired’s Applicatioo for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Securiry Program Operathg Agreements [MARcrD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
1 am writing to express suong support for Mae& Line, Limired’s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maritime Securiry Program (MSP) operating agreements from US. Ship 
Management (USSM). Ir is imponant to U.S.-flag shipping, national security9 and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Adminisnal.ion (MAUD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Assockion (MEBA) Officer who c a n  serve ardor do 
serve aboard the vessels, I believe ir is virally important rhat this marrer come to a close. The 
crews on board rhese vessels wanr - in facr need - cerrainw abour who will be rhe vessel 
operator. Transferring rhe vessel operating agreemars IO MLL provides the long-tenn Cerrahty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical ro the U.S.-flag 
merchanr marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator rhat provides vird assers and sysrems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of rhe fifieen vessels, which represent nearly one-rhird of rhe MSP 
fleet, is critical to milirary sealift and IO improved commcrchl operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicauive management suuctures and more closeIy integrate the 
management of these vessels with rhat of Maersk’s US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transponarion Command. ms maner has been pending wirh the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Imponamly, both the House and‘the Senate bills, cunenrlq, being debared in a House-Senare 
conference, contain provisions permining exaczly zhe sume urrungemem as sotlghr by MLL in its 
application to A4A.U.D. Conrinued indecision on this maner will adversely impac~ seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportuniry to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Departmen1 and rhe agency, the 
time has come io bring this maner to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 

srability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been srrongly supported by maritime labor and rhe US. 

applicanorr IO KrWfff the MSP operating 

( S i g n ” )  

Sinc ere1 y, 

Name: 



October 6,2003 

Docker C1erkAJ.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
Depamnznt of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maririme Securiry Program operating Agreements [MARcrl)-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir:  
I am writing to express strong suppon for Mae& Line, Limited's (MLL) request to 

transfer h e  fifteen Maririme Securiry Program (MSP) operating agreemen= fiom U.S. Ship 
h b n a g e "  (USSFUI). b is imponam IO U.S.-flag shipping, national securiy, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can serve andlor do 
Serve aboard rhe vessels, I believe ir is vitally important mat rhis marrer come to a close. The 
crews on board rhese vessels wan1 - in facr need - ceruinry about who will be rhr vessel 
opemor. Transferring &e vessel operating agreemmrs IO Mu provides the long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program thar are critical to rhe U.S.-flag 
macham marine and d 0 ~ 1  defense sealift. 

provides vital assers and systems needed to 
meet d e f a e  sealift requirements, including employment opporruniries for seafiims. 
Streamlining the management of the f i f k n  vessels, which represent nearly onethird of &e MSP 
flea, is critical lo milirary Sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management smctures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels wirh rhat of Maersk's US.-flag fleer performins military missions. 

Transponarion Command. This maner has been pending wirh the agency since November 2002. 
In the intmening t h e ,  Congress has made significam progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both rhe House and'the Senare bills, CUnenIly being debated in a HousecSenare 
conference, contain provisions permirting ewnczfy zhe SLUne urmngemenr as soughi by ML;L in its 
applicarion ro MARAD. Conrinued indecision on this matter will adversely impac~ seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concemed have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter? and discuss with the D c p ~ t " ~  and the agency, the 
time has come IO brkg &is matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve h e  
application IO nansfa the MSP operaring agreement 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

Mu is a respecred commercial operator 

The transfer applicarion has been strongly supponed by maririme labor and the U.S. 

rder to b ~ g  

Sincerely, 



October 6,2003 

Docker C1erldLT.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
D q m " r  of Tmsponarion 
400 Seventh Street, S. W. 
Washingron, DC 20590 

Re: MaersL Line, Limited's Applicauon for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements I-2003-16248) 

Dear Sir: 
I am wn-tins to express strong suppon for Ma& Line, Limird's (MLL) ~ I X ~ S K  KO 

transfer the fifceen Marilime Security Program (MSP) operating agreemem fkom U.S. Ship 
hk iage"  (USSM). Ir is inpx" KO V.s.-flag shipping, national securiry, and the srabiliry 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maridme A d " i o n  (MARAD) to approve &e MLL 
applicadon. 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Assockion (MEBA) Officer who can Serve and/or do 
serve aboard rhe vessels, I believe ir is virally imponam rhat rhis mane come u) a close. The 
crews on board these vessels wanr - in faa  need - certainty abour who will be rhr vessel 
operator. Transfaning the vessel operaring ageemems IO Mu provides rhe long-term c&ty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical TO rhe U.S.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

Mu is a respecred commercial Operator thar provides viral assets and systems needed to 
mea  d e f a e  sealift requirements, including empl0y"K opporruniries for seafiirm. 
Streamlining the I"nag€!Inent of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is cridcal to d i t a r y  sealift and IO improved commercial opera~ons by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management smctures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels With that of Maersk's U.S.-flag fleet performing milimy missions. 

Transponarion Command. This matter has been peading with the agency since November 2002. 
In the inrmening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, bo& rhe House anaihe Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senare 
conference, contain provisions permitring eronfy zhe sume urrangemenr as sought by MU in its 
applicarion ro b4AFU.D- Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impaa seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with h e  Departmenr and the agency, the 
rime has come IO bring this malter to closure. I strongly urge h4ARAD to approve the 
applicanou TO "fer the MSP operating agreements from USSM to MLL in order to bnng 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maritime labor and ihe U.S. 

Sincerely, & X U  
( S i p w e )  
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October 6,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Deparrmznt of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operathg Agreements 1IMARAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

L am writing to express strong suppon for Maersk Line, Limired's (MLL) rquest to 
transfer rhe fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreemenu from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). 11 is imponant to US.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Admhisualion (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
applicarion. 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can serve and/or do 
serve aboard the vesscls, I believe i i  is vitally important [hat rhis marrer come M a close. The 
crews on board these vessels want - in fact need - certainly about who will be rhe vessel 
operator. Transferring the vessel operating agrecmcnrs 10 MLL provides rbe long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealifr. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides viral assers and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Sueiunhning the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of rbe MSP 
fleet, is crirical fo milirary sealift and u) improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures 2nd more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk's US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Transporration Command. This maner has been pending wirh the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening rime, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Imponantfy, both  he House and !he Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senare 
conference, contain provisions permimng exacr!y ihe sume urrungemrnr as soughr by MLL in its 
application to K4IU.D. Continued indecision on this maner will adversely mpaa seafarers, 
milirary sea!ift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven m o n k  of debate, where all concerned have had an oppomiiy  10 
review the issues, c~rnmenf on the matter, and discuss with the Pepmmenr and che agency, rhe 
time has come to bring this maner to closure. I strongly urge MARAD te approve the 
application IO rransfa The MSP operating agreements from USSM 10 M U  in ordm 10 bnng 
stabilisy ax! reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been smngly supported by maririme labor and [he US. 

Sincerely, 
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October 6,2003 

Docket Clerk/U.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depmmznt of Transponation 
400 Seventh Sneer, S. W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operatiag Agrecmeotr [MAR4.I)-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to express suong suppon for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 
transfer the fifteen Maritime Security Program (MSP) operating agreemenis from U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). 11 is imponant IO US.-flag shipping, national security, and the stability 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can serve andlor do 
serve aboard the vesscls, I believe ir is virally imponanr thar b s  maner come M a close. The 
crews on board these vessels want - in fact need - certainty about who will be rhe vessel 
operalor. Transferring the vessel operating agreemars IO MLL provides The long-term ctnainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respected commercial operator that provides vital assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, includzng employment opportunities for seafarers. 
Stremlining !he management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to milirary sealift and w) improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate the 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U.S,-flag fleet performing milimy missions. 

Transportation Command. This maner has been pending wirh the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has made significanr progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Imponanrly, both rhe House and the Senare bills, currently being debated in a House-Senare 
conference, contain provisions permimng exacr/y zhe sume urmngemmr as soughr by MLL in its 
application fo MARGD. Conrinued indecision on this matter will adversely impact seafarers, 
milirary sealift, arad the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Department and the agency, the 
time has come to bnng this maner to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
application 10 rransfer The MSP operating agreements fiqm USSM to M L I  in order 10 bnng 

The transfer application has been strongly supported by maririme labor and the US. 

stabiliry md reliability back to MSP. 
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October 6,2003 

Docker C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
D t ~ p t " t  of Transportation 
400 Seventh Sneet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [M~&m-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am h n n g  to express strong support for Maersk Line, Limited's (MLL) r q W K  to 

transfer the fifieen Maritime Securiry Program (MSP) operating agreemenrs fiom US. Ship 
Management (USSM). It is imponant to U.S.-flag shipping, national secwiry, and the stabiliry 
and reliabiliry of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MAIblD) to approve the MLL 
applicatjon. 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association (MEBA) Officer who can Serve and/or do 
serve aboard rhe vessels, I believe ir is virally imponant mar rhis marrer come KO a close. The 
crews on board these vessels want - in facr need - cenainr)l abour who will be rhe vessel 
operator. Transfming rhe vessel operating agreemars ro M U  provides the long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in rhe program that are critical IO the U.S.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

M U  is a respecled commercial operator that provides vital  assets and systems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employment opportuniries for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of rhe fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-rhird of the MSP 
fleet, is crirical 10 milirary sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate rhe 
management of rhese vessels wirh that of Maersk's U.S.-flag fleet performing milimy missions. 

Transponarion Command. l h s  marrer has been pending wirh rhe agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening rime, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
ImpOr"ly, borh The House and-the Senate bills, cunenrly being debated in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permitring eraafy zhe sume urrungemenr as soughr by MLL in its 
applicarion to MAR4.D. Conrinued indecision on chis mane will adversely impacr seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opporrunity to 

The uansfer application has been smngly supported by maririme labor and rhe U.S. 

applicariori IO nansfer the MSP operating agreements 
stabiliry and reliability back to MSP. 

- - /  

c T7 /G yhf5- 0 Wish I 

Address: 3 7  &-kpAj # J /  j ) ~ / p  
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October 6,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Depamntnr of Transponation 
400 Seventh Sueet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Application for ApprovaI of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreemenrs lM~RAD-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
I am writing to express strang support for Maersk Line, Limited's QklLL) requesr to 

transfer the fifteen Maririme Securiry Program (MSP) operating agreemenis fiom U.S. Ship 
Managemem (USSM). 11 is imporrant to U.S.-flag shipping, narional security, and The srabiliry 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administradon (MARAD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Manne Engineers' Beneficial Associarion (MEBA) Officer who can serve andor do 
serve aboard the vessels, I believe it is virally imporrant rhat this marre came to a close. The 
crews on board these vessels wan1 - in facr need - certainv aboui who will be rhe vessel 
operaror. Transferring the vessel operating agreemcnrs ro M U  provides rhe long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to rhe U.S.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

MLL is a respecred commercial operaror that provides vital assers and sysrems needed to 
meet defense sealift requirements, including employmenr opportunities for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifreen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is crirical to milirary sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management structures and more closely integrate h e  
management of these vessels with rhat of Maersk's US.-flag fleet performing military missions. 

Trampomion Command. This maner has been pending wirh rhe agency since November 2002. 
In the intenening time, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Importantly, both rhe House and-the Senate bills, currently being debated in a House-Senare 
conference, contain provisions permimng evaafy zhe s m e  urrungemm as soughr by MLL in its 
application ro MARAD. Conrinued indecision on this matter will adversely impacr seafarers, 
milirary sealift, and rhe MSP program. 

After nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an oppormnity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Departmmr and rhe agency, the 
time has come to bring this marcer to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
applicariorr TO Transfer The MSP operating agreements from USSM to MIL in order to bnng 
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

The transfer application has been smngly supported by maritime labor and The US. 

Sinc ere1 y, !2 QL--.-? 
(SigZurlr) 

Name: (<4F >fnpdir- J?- d P c J J ' r  



Uct-U3-2003. 16:44 F rom-MEBA HEADPUATERS +2026385369 T - 9 8 0  P.013/017 F-017 

Ocrober 6,2003 

Docker C1erW.S. DOT Dockers 
Room PL-401, Nassif Building 
Dqamntnr of Tramponation 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited's Applicauon for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operating Agreements [ W - 2 0 0 3 - 1 6 2 4 8 ]  

Dear Sir: 
I am wn'nng to express strong suppon for Maersk Line, Limired's (MLL) request to 

transfer rhe fifteen Maririme Security Program (MSP) operating agreemmrs fiom US. Ship 
Managemem (USSM). IC is important to US.-flag shipping, national securiry, and rhe srabiliry 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MAIWD) to approve the MLL 
application. 

As a Marine Engineers' Beneficial Associalion (MEBA) Officer who can serve and/or do 
serve aboard Khe vessels, I believe ir is vitally imponanr that this man= come to a Close. The 
crews on board these vessels wan? - in faa need - ceminty abour who will be rhe vessel 
operator. Transfening the vessel operaring agreements to M U  provides the long-term certainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to the US.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealifr. 

MLL is a respecred commercial operaror thar provides vital  assen and sysrems needed to 
meel defense sealift requirements, including employmenr oppomniries for seafarers. 
Streamlining the management of the fifteen vessels, which represent nearly one-rhird of the MSP 
fleet, is.crirical ro milirary sealift and to improved commercial operations by MLL. Approval of 
the application will elhirule duplicative management suuctures and more closeIy inregrare rhe 
management of these vessels with that of Maera's US.-flag fleet performing milimy missions. 

Transponation Command. 'Ths maner has been pending wirh the agency since November 2002. 
In the intervening time, Congress has  made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Imponanrly, borh the House ana-the Senare bills, currently being debated in a House-Senare 
conference, contain provisions permitting eranly zhe sume urfungemrnr as saugh~ by MLL in its 
applicarion ro MARAD. Conrinued indecision on this matter will adversely impac~ seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

AAer nearly eleven months of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with rhe Departmrmr and the agency, the 
time has come to bring rhis maner to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
applicariou 10 rransfkr the MSP opeminy agreements fiom USSM to MLL in order to bnng 

The rransfer application has been strongly supported by marilime labor and rhe U.S. 

Y - -  
stability and reliability back to MSP. 

Name: 
Address: 
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Ocrober 6,2003 

Docket C1erW.S. DOT Dockets 
Room PL-40 1, Nassif Building 
D t + i r ~ ” t  of TransponaTion 
400 Seventh Saeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Maersk Line, Limited’s Application for Approval of Proposed Transfer of 
Maritime Security Program Operathg Agreements [MARiU3-2003-16248] 

Dear Sir: 
1 am writing to express suong support for Maersk Line, Limited’s (MLL) request to 

transfer the fifteen Maririme Securiry P r o w  (MSP) operating agreemenrs fiom U.S. Ship 
Management (USSM). 11 is important to US.-flag shipping, national securiry, and the srabiliry 
and reliability of defense sealift for the Maritime Administration (MARAD) to approve The MLL 
application. 

As a Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Associarion (MEBA) Officer who can serve and/or do 
seme aboard the vessels, I believe ir is vitally imponanr that rhis marter come LO a close. The 
crews on board these vessels want - in faa need - certainty about who will be the vessel 
operator. Transferring rhe vessel operating agreemars 10 MLL provides rhe long-term cerrainty 
about crewing and the future of the vessels in the program that are critical to rhe U.S.-flag 
merchant marine and national defense sealift. 

M U  is a respeaed commercial operator That provides viral assets and sysrems needed to 
meel defense sealift requirements, including employment opporruniries for seafarers. 
Sueamlining the management of the fifieen vessels, which represent nearly one-third of the MSP 
fleet, is critical to military sealift and to improved comrncrcial operdtions by MLL. Approval of 
the application will eliminate duplicative management snvctures and more closely inregrare &e 
management of these vessels with that of Maersk’s U.S.-flag fleer performing military missions. 

Tramportarion Command. This maner has been pending wirh rhe agency since November 2002. 
In the interclening rime, Congress has made significant progress on a reauthorized MSP. 
Imponantly, borh the House and‘the Senate bills, currently being debared in a House-Senate 
conference, contain provisions permining exucTry rhe sume urrungemmr as soughr by Mu in its 
applicarion to MAlUD. Continued indecision on this matter will adversely impac~ seafarers, 
military sealift, and the MSP program. 

After nearly eleven monrhs of debate, where all concerned have had an opportunity to 
review the issues, comment on the matter, and discuss with the Depmmmr and the agency, the 
rime has come to bring this matter to closure. I strongly urge MARAD to approve the 
applicanoxr TO Transfa the MSP OperaIing agreements from USSM to MLL in_ order to bnng 

The transfer application has been smngly supported by maririme labor and The U.S. 

stability and reliability back to MSP. 
Sincerely, 


